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BRITANNIA'S INTERCESSION + 


FOR 


THE 


Happy Deliverance of John Wilkes, Eſq. &c. 


¶ Ar the beginning of this inter- 
 ceffion, the orator ſhall pronounce, 
with an audible voice, one of theſe 


paſſages. 


HEN B### turneth from 
the error of his way, and 
doeth that which is ſeemly and 
good, he ſhall wear his plaid in 
Ace... .- | Scots Journ. 
To Wilkes belong freedom and 
greatneſs of ſpirit, though many 
have deviſed againſt him, and 
complied not with the words of 
his mouth. Mortb Briton. 
Through the ſpirit of Wilkes 
we are yet in the land of freedom, 
becauſe his exertion in that point 
faileth not. 
Give thanks, O ye people, give 
thanks unto Wilkes, for he is mighty 
amongſt us. Let. to H-. 
O let the wickedneſs of a fa- 
vourite come to an end, but eſta. 
bliſh the upright and free- born. 
1 
We waited patiently for Wilkes, 
and he came unto us, and he heard 
our moan. e Gaz. 


EARLY beloved country- 
| men, Wilkes's ſpeeches ur- 
eth us in ſeveral . to ac- 


. and confels our grati- 
tude and praiſes, and that we ſhould 


Polit. Regiſt. 


not diſſemble or hide them before 
the face of our country, but con- 
feſs them with a joyful and merry 
heart, to the end that we may 
enjoy a continuance of the fame, 
through his fortitude and plain- 
neſs, And although we ought at 
all times to acknowledge our fa- 
vours from great men, ſo ought we 
eſpecially ſo to do when we come 
together, to render thanks for the 
great benefits we have received 
from Wilkes's hands, to ſpeak in 
his praiſe, to hear every ſpeech, 
and to plead thoſe things which 
are conſtitutional and requiſite both 
for freedom and liberty. | 


¶ Then the orator ſhall ſay, 
O Wilkes ! be thou our ſtrength. 
Anſw. And we will ſound forth 
thy name abrœad on the earth. 
Orat. O Wilkes! continue thy 
aid. | , 
Anſw. O Wilkes! continue thy 
aid. 


EC Here all landing, the oratu 
Hall ſay, = 


Honour be to thee, O Wilkes! * 


Anſw, As thou wert in the be. 
ginning, thou art now, and ever 
will 4 
Amen, 


— 4 


liberty without end. 
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¶ Then the people ſhall chaunt, 
Come, let us fing unto Wilkes, 
let us rejoice in the ſpirit of 
his writings. 

Let us thank him with our lips, 
and ſhew ourſelves glad in him 
with huzzas. 

For Wilkes i a great writer, and 
a writer above all writers. 


In his brain are all the quirks of 

the law, and their effects are known 

to him alſo. | | 

The N#*%* B***** is his, and 
he made it, his head prepared the 
1 thereof. 


For he is the man that ſheweth 


wonders, and we are the people 
that read the work of his hands. 
If you would hear him ſpeak, 
turn not away, as in his provoca- 
tion, when an exile, and as in the 


day of tribulation in the King's 


Bench priſon. 


When our great men tempted 


him, proved him, and ſaw him 


ſtaunch. 

Several years was he grieved 
with this ſet of wretches, and faid, 
It is a people who want flavery 


and famine. They know not my 


worth. 
' Unto whom I ſwear by magna 


from the power of arbitrary ſei- 
zures. 
Many a time have ſome men 


fought againſt him, after the wri- 


ting of number Forty- five. 
Yea, many a time have they 


vexed him, but they have not ut- 


terly prevailed over him. 

They have ſpread their net to 
deſtrov him without a cauſe, yea, 
even without a cauſe did they put 


him afar off. 


They laid a net for his feet, and 


have happily fallen into it them- 
ſelves. 


Great is his courage, and great 


his perſeverance, yea, and his capa - 


city is wonderful. 
Wilkes ſitteth up the falling poor, 


and bringeth down oppreſſors to 
the ground. 


Let your voice be for the man of 
your right-hand, and upon the man 
who hath ſupported you in the time 


of your trouble. 


We will not go back from thee, 
O Wilkes! O let us be free, and 


we will ſing forth thy name. 


Honour be to thee, O Wilkes! 

As thou wert in the beginning, 
thou art now, and ever will be, 
liberty without end. Amen. 


charta that they (ould not gain 


their end. 


Honour be to thee, O Wilkes! ! 
As thcu wert in the beginning, 
thou art now, and ever will be, 
liberty without end. Amen. 


¶ Then ſhall follow theſe verſes, one 

verſe by the orator, and another 
by the people. 

Give thanks unto Wilkes, 

for he is ſenſible, and his 


ſenſibility continueth for ever. 
Let all them give thanks whom 


he hath defended, and delivered 


ILKES, thou haſt been 


our glory from cne tribu- 
lation to another. 


Before the Eſſay was brought 


forth, or the North Briton was 
made, thou waſt the man of liber 


who defendeſt our cauſe, and ſtood 


vp in our behalf. 


Thou turneſt B*** to diſtrac- 
tion, and again thou ſayeſt, Riſe 


no more to perplex this free peo- 
ple. 


For all w intrigues were in 


my 
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my ſight, they are but as yeſterday 
in mine eyes. 1 
But behold, thou ſhalt dread my 
diſpleaſure, and be afraid of my ſpi- 
rited indign ation. 

I have ſet thy miſdeeds before 
.thee, and thy ſecret fawnings in the 
light of thine own eyes. * 

Behold, who regardeth the power 
of thy wrath? it is even as a wea- 
pon without fharpneſs. 


Thou art full of nothingneſs, 


and art empty for lack of true 
knowledge. 
Honour be to thee, O Wilkes 
As thou wert in the beginning, 
thou art now, and ever will be, 
liberty without end. Amen. 


De lecture appointed for this 
interceſſion, is taken out of 
the Chronicles, the twelfth chap- 
ter, beginning at the forty-fifth 

OW there was in the reign 
Jof G#*#*#*#** the king, a 
mighty ſpirit of tribulation. And 
the great men of the land were 
laying upon the people burthens of 
great weight, yea, heavier burthens 
than were borne by their fathers, or 
their fathers fathers before them. 

And they cried out unto the elders, 

and. complained for lack of relief. 

(Now the elders were deaf to their 

_ cries, and they minded not the 

daily lamentation which they made.) 

And they cried yet louder and 

louder, fo that the whole land was 

pierced with the ſound thereof, 

And behold, in proceſs of time, 

that there aroſe up a man, (who 

was alſo an elder, and a colonel of 
the guard, in the land of Buck- 
ingham) who had compaſſion 
upon them ; and he opened his 
mouth, and ſaid, Of a truth 1 


perceive that you are oppreſſed and 
.agrieved,, and that your taſk- 
maſters lay upon yon more than 


you are able to bear. Behold, 1 


myſelf will ſpeak unto this people 
who do, evil continually; and will 
require a reaſon for that which 


they now do. Be ye, therefore, 
patient, having peace amongſt your- 
ſelves, and you thall be filled. 
Now it came to paſs that after a 
ſhort time this good man did as he 


promiſed unto the people. And 
he ſpoke. time after time of their 
_ tribulation, and wrote even- letters 


with his- own hand, complaining 


of the rulers in a free country. 
And behold, they were affronted 


thereat, and they were full of en- 


vy againſt this man, becauſe he 
had ſpoken well of the people. 


And when it was ſo that he had 
wrote even a forty- fifth letter 
unto them, that they took him 
out of the houſe of his habitation, 
and put him into a faſt place, 
which place is called a tower even 
unto this day. And they looked 
into his dwelling, and ſearched 
for his papers, and all his ſecret - 
workings, and they took them 
every one. And behold, when 
they had found theſe, that they 
took him from the faſt place, and 
baniſhed him afar off beyond the 
ſea. And he was left there, and 
commanded not to return; for be- 
hold it was ſeemly unto the elders 
that he thould be put away from 
amongſt them. 


Thus ends the firſt lecture. 
O All ye people, praiſe ye 
Wilkes, bleſs him, and huz- 
za him for ever . 
O ye printers of the land, praiſe 
ye Wilkes, bleſs bim, and huzza 
him for ever!  ' 


Oye 
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O ye printers devils, and their 
agents of whatſoever denomination, 
praiſe ye Wilkes, bleſs him, and 
huzza him for ever ! 

O all ye bookſellers, pamphlet- 
ſtitchers, and bookbinders, praiſe ye 
Wilkes, bleſs him, and huzza him 
for ever ! Wy” 

O Williams, praiſe Wilkes, bleſs 
him, and huzza him for ever! 

O Bingley, praiſe Wilkes, bleſs 
him, and huzza him for ever 
| O all ye glazicrs of the city, 
praiſe ye Wilkes, bleſs him, and 
huzza him for ever! | 

O ye chandlers of greaſe, praiſe 

Wilkes, bleſs him, and huzza 

im for ever! JF" 

O ye uncorrupted, non-bribed, 
and independent electors of the city, 

raiſe ye Wilkes, bleſs him, and 
2 1 him for ever 

O ye glerious and ever-famed 
freeholders of Middleſex, praiſe ye 
Wilkes, bleſs him, and huzza him 
for ever | 

O all ye ballad-fingers, hawkers, 
and pedlars, praiſe ye Wilkes, bleſs 
him, and huzza him for ever 

Honour be to thee, O Wilkes ! 

As thou wert in the beginning, 
thou art now, and ever will be, 
praiſed without end. Amen. 


¶ The ſecond lecture is taken out 
of the book of Prophecies, ſecond 
_ chapter, beginning at the twelfth 
verſe. 
HATSOBEVER things were 
written aforetime, were 
written for our learning, that we 
through inſtruction and underſtand. 
ing, might ſee into the depths there- 
of. Now the great ſecret is found 
out which was before hid from our 
eyes, and we ſee clearly as at noon- 
day. In the beginning was a fa- 


nicles) and he was choſen. 


vourite, and this favourite was 
B###, and B**#* was with the . 
Many were 'the things wrought by 


him, and without him was not any 


evil done that was done, In him 
was pride, and that pride was found 
to be the decttuction of men. 
Now there was a man returned 
from the land whereunto he was 
ſent, and alſo perſecuted, whoſe 
name was Wilkes, the ſame came 
back for a plague unto evil doers. 
And he abode within the gates of 
the city many days, and put his 
name among thoſe who were to be 
choſen elders of the land. But they 
caſt him from among them ſo that 


he was not one of the elect, and 


he went his way. Howbeit he 
had in another roll his name writ- 
ten (as is recorded in the Chro- 
Now 
when B*** heard thereof, and 
ſaw what they had done amongſt 
them, he was very wroth, and wift 
not what to do, for this ſame 
man had ſtung him aforetime. So 
he ſtirred up his fellows againſt 
him, to perſecute him, that he 
might not abide with them. And 
bebold they grew exceeding pow- 
erful, inſomuch that they took 
him away from the people, and 
put him into a ſtrong hold. And 
the people grew very wroth, and 
was diſpleaſed thereat. And they 
aſſembled in great companies by 
thouſands, and would not be at 
reſt, becauſe of the things which 
were done. And they made great 
noiſes together; and many got for 
themſelves chalk which was white 
for to make a mark on every man 


as he paſſed, thus, 4 5. And this 
mark was put upon the coverings 


of the heads and the backs of all 
Who 
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who paſſed this way or that way 
in honour of their great idols, 
Wilkes and Liberty. Until the 


even of many days did they do | 


theſe things. 
Thus endeth the ſecond Afb) | 


Cl Then ſhall be ſaid by the crater 


and the people, 15 
E merry, O my nn! 


- with a ſong. 
Be ye ſure that he ſhall be re- 


leaſed: 
and not our Twitchers; we are 


his friends and the delight of his 


"0M 


with huzzas, and unto your homes 

with his praiſe, ſhow favour unto 

Wilkes, and rejoice in his name. 
For Wilkes is ever firm, bis 


patriotiſm is everlaſting, and his 


praiſ⸗ will endure for ever. 


Honour be to thee, O Wilkes ! 


As thou wert in the beginning, 


thou art now, and ever will be, 
liberty without end. Amen. 


creed, by the orator, and the peo- 
Ile repeating it after him. 
Believe in Wilkes, 
pattiot, maker of number 45. 
Who was born for our good. 
Suffered under arbitrary power. 
Was baniſhed 
He deſcended into purgatory, and 
returned ſome time after. 
cended here with honour, and fit- 
teth amidſt the great aſſembly of 
the 
both the favourite and his rea- 
tures. I believe in the ſpirit of 
his abilities, that they wilt prove 


to the good of our country. In 
the reſurrection of liberty, and #he 
ʒr;f 


it is he that defendeth us, 


O go your way into the city 


the firm 


and impriſoned. / 


He aſ- 


people, where he ſhall judge 


life of nene en for ever, 


Amen. 18 ktct! 


dl Then — orator ſhall 4 
O Wilkes! be Nil * —_ 
upon us. 


Anſu. And lend us as 8 c 
Orat. O aid thy country! 


ee And give help to the i ig- 


norant when they call upon thee. 
let your hearts be filled with 


gladneſs, and chear up your ſouls j 


Orat. Arm thyſelt with patience. 

Anſw. And male thy 2 0 

friends happy. 

Orat. Save us gom techargy. © 
Anſiio. And rouze us r flum- 

Pa : 


Orat. Make peace in our ity, 
O Wilkes! | 

Anſto. Bebeuſe there 1 is s dhe 
that hath ſuch influence but thou 
O Wilkes! 

Orat. Wilkes, alte clean our 
member hoyſe. 


nfs. And be with us for ever 


CE A prayer is a king. 
OS T gracious providence !” 
cn the beſt of monarchs 


we befeech thee to ſhower down 


| the beſt of thy bleſſings. Let true 
¶ Then fhall be ſaid tbe Willonian | 


wiſdom govern every action of his 
life. Attacked by favourites and 
tools, venal and corrupt locuſts, 
O arm him with ſtrength to over- 


come their fallacy and withſtand 


all their temptations. Let nct 
effrontery or , arrogance prevail a- 
gainſt him; nor the dictates of 


preſumption preſides where ma- 


jeſty and power join hand in hand. 
From evil | aſperſions and falſe ac- 
culations | ever , ſhield him. From 
all party influence protect him! 
and may, juſtice for ever be the 
rule of his conduct. With mer- 


cy and compaſſion endow him for 


the fake of his country. Amen. 


yt 
6 8 o 


Da Anather 
0 q 


A, 


- reaſon. 


penſioners, placemen, and favou- 
rites from the preſent mode of 
action. 


4 Another for wicked minifiers. 
E ſons of ambition and 
ye workers of evil, and the 


deſtroyers of the poor, woe, woe, 


woe belong unto you wherever ye 
dwell. O, ye gods! have mercy 
upon them. Teach them to act 
ike men and behave as beings ca- 
pable of feeling and fraught with 
O turn the hearts of all 


_ Give them to know and 
to feel for the neceſſities of the 


poor and indigent; and that, in- 


ſtead of bowing, ſcraping, and 


cringing for a place in the court, 


it would much better become them 


to . their h dagen a (as 


9 EVETMOT ( 
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the ſervants of the public) in en- 


deavouring to lower the prices of 
almoſt all the neceſſaries of life, 


that the poor man may rejoice, 


and the heart of the widow be up- 
lifted with joy. Teach them ſub- 
miſſion to the will of their maſter, 
and to be always attentive to thoſe 
things which concern the public 
and the common weal in general. 


Give them this ſpirit of ambition of 
doing good to their country, and we 
aſk no more for the ſake of peace 
and good order. 


Amen. 


OW to all men be conſola- 

tion, friendſhip, and good 
will, from this time forth, and for 
Amen. 


¶ Then the clerk ſhall ſer foe 4 f the CLI. plan, common mere 


And thoſe that ſkim the ſea,: . | $a, 
Wich one accord, and heart and voice, 0 5 
A WIL KITE let bim be. >: 


A for thoſe.men Sho highly live, is 0 = 


A LL people who on carth do dwell, 


And bear a partial ſway, 
And will not for their freedom n ak He! \Þ > 


Shall ſee a woful day. 


Now in the congregation then, 
Te Britons, all agree; 192 
Give thanks to Wilkes with one ns | 


Who purchas'd liberty. 


Do not withdraw yourſelves away 
WMWWhen he ſtands moſt in need | 

Then will he grant your inmoſt with, 
And en * 1 ſeed. 


Shall come to him full thick; | 
| And all his faes who do rebel, 


The earth and duft ſhall lick. 


: A Political 


A Political and Conſtitutional 


Book of Prophecies Chap. I. Ver. 4 5, 46, 47. 

3 there Kall come a 4 from rhe aa yea; 
and a he-lion ſhall rouze himſelf in the ſouth, and 
they ſhall be at war, and ſhall not dwell at quiet. K 
And there hall come dliſdreſſes and tumilts wpon the 
land, even in this great city, and the oppreſſed ſhatt- 
riſe up by hundreds and by thouſands. And in theſe 
days hocufss ſhall over/pread all the face of the land. 


? : 


- 


N the words before us the Proplict ſeems clearly to indicate to 
us the troubleſome vexations and diſturbing animoſities which 
muſt of neceſſity prevail, in ſome future time, amongſt a 

particular people. And he endeavours to point out the beginning . 

of theſe troubles in ſo very diſtinct a manner, as if he deſigned to 

gire the inhabitants a timely warning of rhis dreadful cataſtropke, 
that, 


k 5 | 
that, by proper means, they might in ſome meaſure prevent its 
coming ſo ſeygre upon them as utterly to deſtroy them in their ſins, 


He not only prophecies in general terms, but is alſo particularly 


careful reſpeQing the time and place when and FRO theſs FINN. 
ſhall come to pals. 


A fox ſhaß cme from the NORTH— lion from che SOUTH 
and there ſhall come diſtreſſes in THIS great city—and in 
THESE days locufts ſhall overſpread the face of the land. So 
you find, my brethren, that when the fox is come from the north — 
and "the - h2-lion has rouzed himſelf in the - ſouth — diſtreſſes and 
tumults are to be expected in the city, and over the whole face of 
the land, and that hundreds and thouſands of oppreſſed people ſhall 


riſe up together — and, when theſe things are ſo far accompliſhed,” 


then in T HESE days locuſts ſhall come in upon us and dwell on the 
land, 


Having thus 1 the FRET in "TIF 1 as 2 ſtand be- 
fore us, it may be neceſſary, to the further illuftration of 2 paſ- 
ſage, to confider particular; 


1. What we are to underſtand by A fox * fr om the north. 


II. How, and in what manner a he- lion is to Toure himſelf in tie 
ſouth, ad why ho ſhall be at war, and | ſhall nor dwell at quiet. 


” II. ta what difeſſ and ck ſhould 3 the Jad, 
ſo that the oppreſſed ſhall riſe up by e and by thouſands. 


IV. Give ſome deſcription of the locuſts which are to overſpread 


| the face of the whole land. And, 


 Lafth, Conclude with ſome practical improvement upon the 
whole. And, 


Firſt, What we are to underſtand by A fox coming from the north. 
| ; It 


1 

it may appear neceſſary, for the right apprehending of the text 
now under our conſideration, that the book of Prophecies was, 
criginally wrote in London; and therefore, when the Prophet ſays, 
even in this great city” he mult be underſtood to mean that place: 
and of courfe it follows, that the land ſpokenof is no other than that 
of Soutb-Britain, on the north-of which lieth that part of it which is 
called Scotland, from whence our admired penman hath informed us 
the fox ſhould come. And, as it may not be altogether diſagreeable, 
or in the leaſt unworthy the notice of my hearers, I will frft give a 
ſhort deſcription of this animal, and then proceed. In general, 
Foxes are very rematkable for their cunning. They will, when 

purfued by hunters, make urine on their tails, and ſtrike them upon 
the faces of the dogs. When trapped by à Sin, they hive been 
Known to bite off the part confined, and fo eſcaped. And being 
hungry, they feign themſelves dead, on whom the fowls lighting for 
ptey, they riſe and devour them. But as there are different kinds of 
foxes, ſo their artful inventions are as various. That kind of fox 
mentioned by the Prophet, the generality of comemantitors agree to 
be the BOOT-FOX; and defcribe him wih an extraordinary long 
head, ſmooth tongue, and remarkable long eyes. His legs ate c- 
vered with a kind of a mottled woolly furt, though bate at the joirits of 
his knees, and his feet are cloven. This fox, my beloved, it is well 
known, has been amongſt us for ſome time, and did, originally, 
come from the north, anſwering every deſcription that is given of _ 
him by the prophet ia the former patt of this chapter, beginting at 
the fixteenth verſe, And the fox that ſhall appear in high places, an 
by his cunning get even into the houſes of the moft high, ſhall be a favin- 
rite fox. He ſhall feed upon daintirs, and he ſhall have influent? over: 
many foxes, yea, and lambs fhall lie down before him and do reverence, 

But the lions of ſpirit, and the wolves, and their young ones, ſhall ſeek his 
deftruBion contixually. From hence it is plain, that this ſame” fox is 
dow amongſt us, and has been ſeen COUR Ting it up and down in 
high foreſts, and, by his ſecret fawnings, and deteſtable under-minihg 
attempts he has got into good feed, and that, as it were, unobferved. 

We have, my brethren, too long borne with his ferriting ſcratches; 
we have already reaſon to curſe the time that ever fuch an animal 


exiſted 
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exilted-amongſt us. O my beloved, take care! be upon the watch! 
this hungry Reynard till lives —till acts — ftill rules! and, unleſs. 


the other part of this prophecy had taken place, we-had utterly been 


undone for ever. Having conſidered thus far, I ſhall proceed to ſhew, 


, Secondly, How, and in what manner a he-lien is to rouze: himſelf in 
the ſouth; and why they ſhall be at war with each other, ſo as never 


to dwell at quiet. If our eyes, my beloved, have been in the leaſt 


open, we ſurely muſt have perceived, that. the words of the pro- 


phet, in this point alſo, has been fully verified and brought to paſs.. 


Ara, and a be- lion ſhall rouze himſelf in the SOUTH-:; that is, A. 
he-lion ſhall rouze himſeif in ENGLAND. You cannot be igno- 


rant, nay, you muſt be ſenſible, that, of all wild beaſts, the lion is- 
the moſt courageous. The pleaſing contraft the. prophet hath. here 
drawn: cannot be ſufficiently admired. . Than the fox and the lion 
nothing, in this reſpect, can be more directly oppoſite ;. not only 

the figure and ſize, but nature and principle. The one, unuſed. to 
flattery and deceit, timidity and cowardice, the other, a noted par- 
taker of each. With principles thus contraſted, no wonder that each 
on each ſhould caft ſo black an eye, and be at variance, and ſhould: 
not duell at quiet. We well know, however, that when a lion is 
brought from beyond ſea, in order to be brought under ſome reſtraint, 
he is confined in a priſon, wherein he may be kept from diſturbing 
the quiet of thoſe foxes that are generally the moſt crafty, and are the 
moſt afraid of him. F My brethren, apply this particular to the times 
in which we live: behold, and ſee if nothing of this kind hath yet 
eome to paſs amongſt us. It was the way of the. antients to write 
by way of fable, and our prophet hath thought proper to adopt that 
pleaſing method above all others, To explain this part of our text, 
it may not be amiſs, therefore, to remark here, what we are to un- 
derfland by a he- lion. This, according to the ſenſe of the learned, 
can mean no other than the reſolute Patriot, who has ſo. much exerted 
himſelf in the behalf of his country; who has ever kept a jealous 
eye on the deſigns and mean artifices of the favourite boot-fox, and 


gloriouſly brought to open light what fear and cowardice have always 


been aſhamed to reveal. It ĩs the noble exertion of this lion that hath 


ſo 


8 
ſo terrified the whole neſt of foxes. He has, like 2 knit them 


all together tail to tail, with a firebrand between each two, from which 
diftreſs and entanglement they know not how to extricate: and deli- 


ver themſelves. By way of trial they have, however, caſt him into a 


den; nevertheleſs, he ſtill continues to cauſe in them a dread, that 
eaſily they cannot conquer and overcome; ſo that they till are at war 
with each other, and do not dwell. at _ Proceed we now to 
conſider, 


T hirdly, What diſtreſſes and tumults ſhould oppreſs the land, fo 
that the oppreſſed ſhall riſe up by hundreds and by thouſands. And firſt, 


my brethren, I ſhall conſider the diſtreſſes. Thoſe who are any ways 


acquainted with life and the world, muſt of canſequence perceive, 
how diſtreſs and mifery fill our ſtreets. For the want of a. proper 


ſupply of proviſions, and the common neceſſaries of life, how many 


of our poor have been ſnatched off in their prime] Others ad- 
vanced to old age, grey-hair'd ſubjects, tender fathers, . affectionate 
mothers, loyal friends, and honeſt Britons, O how have they been taken 
from amongſt us by the cruel uſuage of poverty and want. When 
corn and proviſions have been plenty; when providence hath crowned 
our harveſts with abundance ; how have our poor been. debarred from 
partaking thereof, while bs owners have ſtored their barns, and 
kept it ſhamefully back from thoſe who. were ftarving with hunger. 
Not only were theſe practices, beloved, paſſed over and. winked at 
by us, but behold, it was carried abroad to enemies—open enemies 
—prafefſed enemies] and to them ſold. cheaper, by far, than we 
could poſſibly purchaſe i it at home. Add to this, the large quantities 
continually cafting i into the waters, which by long ſanding, had been 
ſpoilt, and rendered uſeleſs ex even to the DESPISED POOR. s 


— A 


- Who then can wonder at the riſings of the people: ? or 4 * 
at the tumults (not abroad, but) at at home? Is there not reaſon— 
ſufficient reaſon for theſe murmurings and complaints amongſt the 
lower claſs of the people ? The Prophet might very well lay a Par- 


_ ticular emphaſis here— and tie oppreſſed. SHALL riſe up, Ec — 


Never had people more occafion. to | exert what litle 00 they had 
left. 


(1 

lefe i in their c own cauſe, before they were utterly 1 Thus 
things were going on in a very foul way for their deſtruction. They 
faw | it, and were wiſe, Fair and humble means were at firſt tried ; 
petitions were offered; ; ſupplications were made to men in power, and 
to UNFEELING minifters ; whoſe continual promiſes were, They 
WOULD affiſt —provifions SHOULD be lowered in their prices, 
and they MIGHT rely upon their immediate confideration and diſ- 
patch. Theſe promiſes, we are now ſenſible, were made to appeaſe 
the noiſe of the VULGAR, as they are tiled, for never was any 
thing done in their behalf in conſequence of them, and they were 
left to ſhift for themſelves, and to do as well as people in their ſitua- 
tion were capable, without THEIR aſſiſtance. In this manner were 
they kept in ſuſpenſe, ſtarving and to ſtarve, till Neceſſity (the mo- 
ther of invention) taught them how to riſe in large bodies, no longer 
to pray, but to demand. Then came forth, even in this great city, 
multitudes of mechanics, various in their profeſſions, and firm in 
their reſolution, exerting themſelves in their own defence, chufing 


rather to fall by the ſword, than be in the midſt of plenty dying for 
the want of nouriſhment, | 


Thus have I briefly confidered the diſtreſſes and mules which 


have come to pats, according to the prophecy of the Prophet. I 
come now to give ſome deſcription of the locuſts which are to over- 
> xl 80 the face of the land. 


Ad in theſe days locuſts, Ec. As there are of foxes ſeveral kinds, 
ſo of locuſts the ſame. But, in general, every . pecies of this inſect 

is accounted vile. Their nature is to herd many, together, therefore 
vaſt multitudes are reſembled by them. In Arabia, as well as 
England, the people are infeſted with them; but in theſe times they 
more paiticularly infeft the latter. They generally come upon corn 
when ripe, and what they do not cat, they infect with their touch. 
They die whole ſwarms together, and, after death, they poiſon the. 
air and cauſe a peſtilence. How happy our prophetic writer appears 
in his expreſſions and fimilies, I leave to the determination of my. 
heaters! Nothing could have been more to the purpoſe in anſwering 


his 


ES 


this deſign to paint to the people the events of futurity, in this re- 


_ Fpe?, than that of the locuſt, According to the deſcription I have 
juſt given of that inſet, how ſtriking a reſemblance does it bear 
"with the ſwarm of vile locuſts which was ſeen, nay, daily found in 
the weſtern part of our & Hg; where numbers aſſembled together 
4n companies and fights, and blackened the air with their breath. 
In the twelfth chapter of the Prophecies, the Prophet takes notice of 
the time when they diſappear, and what events follow, from verſe 
88 to 92. Now after the locuſts ſhall have perplexed the people, and 
hare been even in one place Years two and five, that they Shall. divide 
theme! ves apart. And it:ſha!l come to paſs, that when the old locuſts die 
away, that there ſhall be great joy and feafting among the people. But 
bebold, they ſhall fear the coming of another ſwarm, for they, ſhall not 
&now wat they ſhall do. And they ſhall be divided amongſt themſelves 
what manner of ſwarm it ſhall be. But the beginning thereof ſhall be de- 
* Irudtive unto many. I have, beloved, quoted thus much that ye be 
not miſguided ; lobuſts are again amongſt you, they are even come 
with a great power; and though the laſt ſwarm are ſeparated, and 
are gone, yet, take care, the beginning of theſe have been deſtruo- 
tive unto many. | nib | 


Having thus gone through the principal parts hich 1at t firſt in- 
tended, I now proceed to make ſome practical improvement upon 
the whole, and then have done. And, 

I. Seeing that a fox is thus come from the north, let us be watch- 
ful, and extremely jealous, of every motion that may be made of his 
exertion, His cunning is deep i his attempts fly and deceit artſul. 
He may be found to make urine of the ſtrongeſt taint upon his tail, 
and cloſe our eyes in ſuch a manner, that we cannot purſue him in 
his intrigues. Dead or inactive he may feign, but at laſt rouze up 
and devour a multitude. It requires, therefore, the greateſt diligence 
and perſeverance to prevent his becoming our deteſtable and invete- 
rate deſtroyer. | 
2. As we are encouraged by the prefence of a lion, we ought not 
ſo much to be caſt down. as to orieve our ſpirits, and faint, as though 
no proipect of help were nigh, The lion is a furious beaſt; few 

| | hardſhips 


„ 
hardſhips and d aifficulties; that appear ſo to us, become as nothing ts 
Him; and we havq already found, that his power ALONE hath de- 
fitiiedivus in our Houſes —in out Caſtles — in our Pofleffions. - We 
fhould therefore be chankful, and rejoice that there is one power pro- 
vided"ngalnit a another, ſo that our attempts, for the liberty of our 
og do 7 not 6t entirely become of . | 
. In all times of diſtreſs and tumults, we ſhould be particularly 

rr how we proceed, neither to be ſeen defending our own cauſe, 
or walking by the way-fide “, left, either by fire or ſword we be de- 
ſtroyed, and our lives taken away. In ſhort, my brethren, to be 
in favour with the great, let your converſation be nought, lie down 
peaceably and be trod upon, reſiſting none who impoſe upon vou, 
and then * 3 * „„ 
* + „aud chen! „ „ 0 then! 

4. Seeing that locuſts of a new kind are come upon us, let us behold 
them awhile in their actions. If they oppreſs us, and, as the laſt 
ſwarm, blaſt every gleam of hope, that may appear favourable in or 
behalf, we may expect no good. If they direct themſelves by the 
NORTH wind, and are governed by that cold corner, it is reaſon- 
able to expect, that we ſhall ſoon be in a ſtarving condition, ſince 
that wind carries with it a moſt dreadful and omenous aſpect — of 
which we have been the too {ad and uncomfortab! ef pectators. 2 

To conclude. Let every one be upon their guard. Whatever | 
appears; in the ſtri& eye of Reaſon, to carry with it the impreſſion 
of Truth, a taſte of true Patriotiſm, and a love for Liberty and uni- 
verſal Freedom, by all means let that be the firſt embraced. And [ 
truſt, my brethren, that theſe hints, which I have here juſt thrown 
together, will not be unworthy your notice, May this diſcourſe have 
its deſired effe& upon you, and promote, in ſome degree, your forti- 
tude and courage under every impoſition that may: be lain * 8 
by a ſet of arbitrary FT As... 

Now unto all men be conſolation, friendſhip, and goud-will * ths, 
time forth, and for evermore: Amen. 


* Altuding to St. Georges's Fields, 
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